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NEWSLETTER  

Yorkshire Philosophical Society 
Promoting the public understanding of science since 1822 

The Lodge, Museum Gardens, York, YO1 7DR,  Tel: 01904 656713  
Email: info@ypsyork.org     Website: www.ypsyork.org 

From the Chair 

Dear Members, 

It was good in Spring to hold lectures once again in the 
Tempest Anderson lecture theatre. As you will have 
noticed there have been some improvements to the hall 
and the sound and vision system.  The hearing loop has 
been upgraded and is available in the seats in the front 
half of the lecture theatre.  Do check with your 
audiologist if you need to switch your equipment to a 
particular setting.   

We will be hosting some lectures in person at either 
2.30pm or 7pm, mostly now again on Tuesdays, but 
please do check dates carefully as occasionally, 
because of speaker availability, they will take place on 
a Wednesday or Thursday.  The Tempest Anderson 
Hall will also be the venue for our second Bicentenary 
Symposium, jointly with the Yorkshire Geological 
Society on Saturday 15th October on the timely theme 
of “What does the Anthropocene look like?” See full 
details on page 12. We plan to continue holding some 

lectures on Zoom in the New Year. Our autumn 
programme includes joint lectures with other groups 
including PLACE and the Royal Geographical Society. 

We relaunched York Café Scientifique on 3rd August 
at York Guildhall.  We are grateful to the University of 
York for allowing us to use this newly reopened venue 
for our monthly meetings. It is essential to prebook 
these sessions preferably through Eventbrite online or 
speak to the YPS office.  Details on page 13 and on the 
website. 

Rod and Margaret Leonard from the Activities Group 
led another highly successful study tour, this time to 
the North West, including Manchester, Liverpool and 
Jodrell Bank.  A second “Garden Party” was held at the 
Medical Rooms in June. Dr Neil Moran, Medical 
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 From Cave to Cosmos book order form 
 Day Trip to Seaton Delaval Hall - 15 Sept 2022 
 Bicentenary Dinner - 7 Dec 2022 
 Tour to Northern Ireland - 15-19 May 2023 
 Bicentenary Lecture Programme: Autumn 2022  
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Mill    Photo: Shirley Bibby 
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Society and YPS member, gave three separate groups 
a detailed guided tour of the house which was greatly 
appreciated by participants. Members also enjoyed a 
day visiting Rosedale kilns and railway, while another 
group travelled south to Worsborough Mill near 
Barnsley and Kelham Island Museum in Sheffield 
followed by the Glass Museum at Sheffield 
University.    

Enclosed with this newsletter is an order form for our 
new book From Cave to Cosmos: A history of the 
Yorkshire Philosophical Society written by historian 
and YPS member Sarah Sheils.  We plan to launch this 
bicentenary project in November with a talk and 
reception and hope that members will support us by 
pre-ordering a copy which they will be able to collect 
at the reception. 

The Bicentenary Dinner, supported by YPS Trustees, 
will be held at the York Mansion House on 
Wednesday 7th December from 6.30pm to 10.30pm.   I 
am delighted to announce that our guest speaker will 
be Professor Philip Manning, eminent geologist from 
the University of Manchester, who not so many years 
ago was Curator at the Yorkshire Museum and a YPS 
Trustee.  See more about his work on page 3.  A 
booking form for the Dinner is enclosed with this 
newsletter and although it is more expensive than 
usual, we have included a free welcome drink in the 
package.  The caterers are Poppy Caterers, who 
provided a delicious lunch for our March Symposium.  
As Trustees we agreed that it is not often you celebrate 
a 200th birthday so we do hope you will join us on this 
special occasion. 

On behalf of the YPS Trustees and myself I send you 
our good wishes. 

Catherine Brophy, Chair              
______________________________ 

 

York Museums Trust News 
 

As you may have read in the local press, after seven 
years as Chief Executive Officer of York Museums 
Trust, Reyahn King has moved on to a new role as 
Director of Heritage Properties for National Trust for 
Scotland.  We are very grateful to Reyahn for 
supporting the Society both as our Patron and also 
through her appreciation of our work, particularly 
over the last two difficult years. At a farewell 
reception in July YPS Trustees presented her with a 
small token of our thanks with our congratulations on 
her appointment and good wishes for her new life in 
Scotland. 
 

It is anticipated that a new CEO will be appointed in 
the autumn.  Andrew Scott, the YPS nominee to 
York Museums Trust, will be involved in the 
recruitment process. 

 

Mechanical Marvels at the Castle Museum 
 

This new exhibition will be appreciated by anyone on 
grandparent duty.  Fourteen weird and wonderful 
twentieth century machines are now on display 
across the museum for people of all ages to find, play 
and enjoy!  
 

These amazing machines include Automata, 
Mutoscopes, and a Stereoscope, and depict stories of 
Dracula, Aladdin, Sooty and many more.    
 

Please note that machines are operated using 20p, 
50p and pound coins. Change machines will 
be provided throughout the museum.   
 

The Trust continues to welcome donations to support 
its work in these difficult times: 
 

https://www.yorkmuseumstrust.org.uk/support-the-
trust/donations/ 

______________________________ 
 

Volunteers please! 
  

We are still in need of:- 
 

 Secretary 
 Treasurer 
 Representative for the committee of CBA 

Yorkshire 
 Help to organize visits and excursions 
 Help at the lecture reception desk 

  

The number of members actively engaged in running 
the Society’s activities is dwindling, which puts 
additional pressure on our core group of dedicated 
volunteers.  If you enjoy our lectures and visits, 
please do consider giving a little of your time to 
ensure we can continue to run these in the future. 
 

Thank you. 

Professor Sir John Holman 
YPS President 
 

We were very sad to hear of the death of Lady Wendy 
Holman earlier this year after a short illness.  We very 
much appreciated her graceful presence at our Annual 
Dinners supporting John and have sent him our sincere 
condolences. 
 

In view of this difficult news, John has decided to 
resign as President of the Society this summer.  We are 
very grateful for his interest and enthusiasm for our 
work, and we particularly remember his “Christmas 
Chemistry Demonstration” for schools and families 
alongside his own stimulating after dinner speech and 
his welcoming introductions on other occasions.  I 
particularly appreciated discussing with him how to 
keep the Society going during the last two difficult 
years. 
 

We send our thanks and best wishes to John and are 
honored to have had his support as our President. 
 

Catherine Brophy 
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News from the Activities Group 
 

Activities since last newsletter 

In early May, 29 members boarded a coach to 
Merseyside for a 5-day tour. The varied programme 
included the Peoples’ Museum and Art Gallery in 
Manchester, Media City in Salford, the Ellesmere Port 
Waterways Museum, the Anderton Boat Lift, Port 
Sunlight (the garden village built by Lord Lever for 
his workers), Jodrell Bank and Liverpool waterfront.  

On 19th May, a small, intrepid group ventured to 
Askrigg to walk in the footsteps of the celebrated 
geologist John Phillips, employed by the YPS as the 
first keeper of the Yorkshire Museum. This was a 
small part of our recognition of the history of the YPS 
in our bicentennial year. 

The next week, 20 participants braved a strong wind 
on Rosedale Top, to learn how this rugged moorland 
landscape, now peacefully grazed by sheep, was once 
a centre of industry, where iron ore was mined, 
processed, and transported by rail to the blast furnaces 
further north. Thanks to leader Chris Hall from 
Scarborough Archaeological and Historical Society. 

A coach trip in June took us to the restored 
Worsborough water mill in Barnsley, where the 
enthusiastic miller demonstrated the process to us, 
before we continued to Kelham Island Museum in 
Sheffield and Sheffield University Glass Museum. 

The historic buildings and hidden garden of York 
Medical Society, once the home and surgery of 
Tempest Anderson, eye surgeon, vulcanologist and 
past YPS President, provided the perfect setting for 
our Bicentennial Garden Party.  We were fortunate to 
have guided tours of the eclectic structure, the greater 
part of which dates from around 1590, with Dr Neil 
Moran, who is a member of both the YPS and York 
Medical Society. 

In July, a group had tea and cake in an even older 
building, Bedern Hall, while we learned of its 
chequered history. Built in the late fourteenth century 
as a dining hall for the Vicars Choral, who sang in the 
Minster, it was allowed to degenerate, and was being 
used by a pork-butcher before it was sensitively 
restored in the 1970s. It is now the home of three York 
guilds, and on three days a week, is open to the public.  

Throughout the year, our monthly get-togethers over 
lunch in the Theatre Royal have continued to provide a 
popular opportunity for members to meet, chat, and 
learn news of the Society’s activities. We plan to 
continue these for the next year. 

Future Activities  

Breaking news is that in May 2023, Sharon Lusty is 
planning a five-day tour of Northern Ireland. More 
information and a flyer can be found elsewhere in the 
newsletter. It should be a very interesting tour, and a 
little  different from those  in recent years.    The travel  

company ‘Just for Groups!’ needs expressions of 
interest by 24th September, so if you are interested, do 
let us know as soon as possible. Other activities for 
2023 are also being planned and will be included in 
the next newsletter, but we still have activities in 2022 
to look forward to …  

Café Sci will be holding meetings in the newly 
refurbished Guildhall. The first meeting in the new 
venue, on 3rd August was a presentation by Dr Liam 
Herringshaw ‘York: 2 Billion Years of Earth History’. 
On 15th September Catherine Brophy is arranging a 
coach trip in association with YANT (the York 
Association for the National Trust) to the National 
Trust property at Seaton Delaval You should find a 
flyer for this enclosed.  

We have not forgotten that this is our Bicentennial 
year. In November, we will mark the publication of a 
book on the history of the Society, written by the 
historian, Sarah Sheils. Details accompany this 
newsletter. This will be followed by the final event of 
the year -  our Bicentennial Dinner, which will be held 
on 7th December, exactly two hundred years after the 
first meeting of the Society. To recognise this special 
occasion, we are holding the dinner in the Mansion 
House. A booking form is enclosed. Although a little 
more expensive than our usual venue, this will be 
decorated for Christmas, and we will overlook the 
Christmas Tree in St Helen’s Square. It should provide 
a magical end to a special year. 

Margaret Leonard 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

YPS Bicentenary Dinner – Guest 
Speaker 

Professor Philip Manning, Chair of Natural History 
and Director, Interdisciplinary Centre for Ancient Life, 
University of Manchester, has kindly accepted our 
invitation to be our guest speaker at our Bicentenary 
Dinner.  As a former curator of the Yorkshire Museum 
and, at that time, a member of YPS Council, Philip is 
himself part of the history we will be proudly 
celebrating on this occasion. 

As well as joining us at the Bicentenary Dinner, Philip 

is also giving us a lecture on “Jurassic Giants of 
Yorkshire and Wyoming” in the Yorkshire Museum 
in November.   

On April 15th the BBC showed the programme 
“Dinosaurs: The Final Day with David 
Attenborough”, which included Palaeontologists 
Robert DePalma and Professor Phil Manning 
explaining that they may have found a fragment of the 
asteroid that killed the dinosaurs.   The video is 
available on IPlayer: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0c1cdb9 
 

Do watch … and do join us at the Dinner to meet Phil 
in person. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0c1cdb9
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Visit to Northern Ireland 
Monday 15th to Friday 19th May 2023 
 

We are delighted to enclose a flyer for a proposed tour 
to Northern Ireland in May next year and hope this 
will meet with an enthusiastic response.  Please note 
that this is a proposal at this stage and there may be 
changes to itinerary and price, partly depending on the 
number of participants, as well as fluctuation in air 
fares and changing costs.   
 
The tour is on a bed & breakfast basis to give 
participants the choice of eating in our hotel or 
sampling some of the many restaurants in Belfast, 
which offers any number of eateries to suit every 
palette and pocket.  If numbers permit, we hope also to 
look into organising a couple of evening meals at 
venues that would appeal for traditional Irish food, 
drink, music and ambience. 
 
Expressions of interest are required by 24th September, 
so please let us know as soon as possible if you would 
like to join us. 

Giant’s Causeway image from https://www.flickr.com/
photos/alphageek/20005235/, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=666823 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 

YPS Members’ monthly lunch 

Join us for a drop-in monthly lunch thanks to staff of 
the Theatre Royal Café who have agreed to host YPS, 
provided we purchase lunch or light refreshments.  
Meeting from 12pm onwards, order your food and 
drink at the Café and then join us upstairs in the Upper 
Foyer, reserved for our sole use.  We will be delighted 
to enjoy lunch with friends new and longstanding.  
Come along on the following dates; no need to book. 

 Tuesday    13th September 

 Tuesday    11th  October 

 Tuesday    8th  November 

Notes from the Geology Group 
Further notes on geology in the time of Covid.   
 

1a) Online material for self-guided trips. Ilkley Moor 

 Leeds GA have an excellent guide to the geology of 

Ilkley Moor, starting at the Cow and Calf. 

 https://leedsga.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/

Ilkley-Moor-Geology-and-History-Walk-Guide.pdf 

  

 Wharfedale Naturalists Society also have a leaflet 

for an Ilkley Moor Geology Trail available from 

Tourist Office, Ilkley, but not online. (Used 

successfully with groups.)  

  

 Or a simple non-technical walk on Ilkley Moor just 

enjoying the landscape. 

 https://where2walk.co.uk/walk/ilkley-moor-bahtat-

walk/ 

 

 Check out the WNS list of talks over the past two years, 

all on YouTube, including three parts of ‘The Nature of 

Lockdown in Burley in Wharfedale’.  

 https://www.wharfedale-nats.org.uk/ 

1b) Events and Talks: Online and in person 

 YGS: YouTube. Talk from 30th June. Dame Jane 

Francis, Director British Antarctic Survey. 

 Greenhouse to Icehouse and Back? Antarctica's 
future in a 400ppm world 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=VoDIwqZgTEU&ab_channel=YorkshireGeologicalS
ociety 

 
 Geologists Association Conference 2022, Fantastic 

Fossils on our Doorsteps, is taking place at the 
University of Hull, 10th-11th September. Saturday is 
talks, Sunday is field trips for delegates.  Great value 
and local.   

 https://geologistsassociation.org.uk/conferences/#2022 
 
 Yorkshire Fossil Festival, 17th-18th September, 

Scarborough Spa and throughout the town.  
 Family activities and dinosaurs on the move. More 

details and talks from last year’s event: 
 https://yorkshirefossilfestival.co.uk/  
 https://www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk/events-list/yorkshire-

fossil-festival-2022 
 Festival Director Liam Herringshaw. Friday 16th is a 

programme for schools.  See also page 5. 
 
 YGS Webinar, 29th September 4pm. Dr Briony 

Caswell, University of Hull. Register or YouTube 
 Muddy Bottoms. Jurassic seafloors and 

environmental change 
 https://www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk/events-list/muddy-

bottoms-jurassic-seafloor 
 
 What does the Anthropocene look like?  Evidence 

for its formalization as an Epoch.  
 1.30pm Saturday 15th October. YPS/YGS joint 

conference, Yorkshire Museum.  See page 12. 
 https://www.ypsyork.org/events/what-does-the-

anthropocene-look-like-evidence-for-its-formalisation-
as-an-epoch/ 

https://leedsga.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Ilkley-Moor-Geology-and-History-Walk-Guide.pdf
https://leedsga.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Ilkley-Moor-Geology-and-History-Walk-Guide.pdf
https://where2walk.co.uk/walk/ilkley-moor-bahtat-walk/
https://where2walk.co.uk/walk/ilkley-moor-bahtat-walk/
https://www.wharfedale-nats.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VoDIwqZgTEU&ab_channel=YorkshireGeologicalSociety
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VoDIwqZgTEU&ab_channel=YorkshireGeologicalSociety
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VoDIwqZgTEU&ab_channel=YorkshireGeologicalSociety
https://geologistsassociation.org.uk/conferences/#2022
https://yorkshirefossilfestival.co.uk/
https://www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk/events-list/yorkshire-fossil-festival-2022
https://www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk/events-list/yorkshire-fossil-festival-2022
https://www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk/events-list/muddy-bottoms-jurassic-seafloor
https://www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk/events-list/muddy-bottoms-jurassic-seafloor
https://www.ypsyork.org/events/what-does-the-anthropocene-look-like-evidence-for-its-formalisation-as-an-epoch/
https://www.ypsyork.org/events/what-does-the-anthropocene-look-like-evidence-for-its-formalisation-as-an-epoch/
https://www.ypsyork.org/events/what-does-the-anthropocene-look-like-evidence-for-its-formalisation-as-an-epoch/
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2 Women and Men in Geology:  

 Ben Peach and John Horne 

 In her recent YPS talk about the geology of the Lonely 

Isles and ancient orogenies/mountain-building, Anna 

Bird spoke of the extraordinary insight into the 

mountain-building of Northern Scotland and the links 

to metamorphism of the Geological Survey’s 1907 

Memoir, ‘The Geological Structure of the North-West 

Highlands of Scotland’, from the field work of Peach 

and Horne. They had written on the Moine Thrust Belt 

in 1888.  

 https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Geoscientist/Archive/

January-2007/Peach-and-Horne-the-memoir-at-100 

  And an illustrated version of the paper is at  

 https://www.researchgate.net/

publication/272576341_Peach_and_Horne_-

_the_Memoir_at_100   

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Peach 

The North West Highlands Geopark has an excellent 

section on the controversy: 

https://www.nwhgeopark.com/the-highlands-

controversy-understanding-the-geology-5/ 

Video talk on the Moine Thrust Belt: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=K2DaSPbBe_A&ab_channel=RobButler 

Knockan Crag is a place to put hands on the thrust: 

https://www.nwhgeopark.com/knockan-crag/ 

https://www.nature.scot/doc/knockan-crag-nnr-visiting

-reserve-leaflet 

 

3 Online Study and Resources 

 York Centre for Lifelong Learning has two Saturday 

sessions in the Autumn: 

 The Geology of the Yorkshire Coast.  

 Saturday 22nd October. Classroom based. 

 https://www.york.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/dates/202223/

non-accreditedcourses/scienceandearthscience/autumn/

geologyoftheyorkshirecoast/ 

 The Fossils of the Yorkshire Coast.  

 Saturday 14th November. On Zoom. 

 https://www.york.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/dates/202223/

non-accreditedcourses/scienceandearthscience/autumn/

fossilsoftheyorkshirecoast/ 

 Both are with Liam Herringshaw. 

 

4 Real Trips outside 

 Flamborough Chalk Tower Heritage Open Days, 

Sundays 11th and 18th September. 

 https://www.facebook.com/ChalkTower/ 

 

 YGS have a rescheduled two days of field trips, 24th-

25th September, Lincoln Cathedral and Limestone. 

https://www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk/events-list/

lincolnshire-limestone 

 

 The East Yorkshire Walking Festival is 10th-23rd 

September.  Brochure available online. 

 https://www.walkingeastyorkshirefestival.co.uk/ 

 

5 Our Museum of the Month 

 Leicester City Museum (New Walk) has a dinosaur 

gallery and a geology gallery. 

 https://www.leicestermuseums.org/leicester-museum-

art-gallery/plan-your-visit/ 

 https://www.palass.org/publications/newsletter/behind-

scenes-museum/behind-scenes-museum-new-walk-

museum-art-gallery-leicester 
 

6 Books and Mags 

 James Hutton, The Founder of Modern Geology. 

2022 edition for 2026 Tercentenary 

 https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/James-

Hutton-by-Alan-McKirdy-D-B-McIntyre-National-

Museums-of-Scotland/9781910682449 
 

7 Oddity 

 Nunnington Hall currently has an exhibition of creative 

work with local schoolchildren based on ideas from the 

Kirkdale Cave fossil discoveries in 1821. Creatures of 

Curiosity. 

 https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events/2c724711-

75d1-48b8-8895-e0ccfe697a6f/pages/details 

Paul Thornley 

The Yorkshire Fossil Festival  

returns to Scarborough in September! 
 

The Yorkshire Fossil Festival returns to Scarborough 
this September, with a weekend of activities and 
events for all the family, for enthusiasts and 
professionals, on site and online – and most are free. 
 

The event, based around Scarborough’s Spa on 
Saturday 17 and Sunday 18 September, will feature 
displays and activities from local and national 
museums, universities and businesses, providing 
entertainment and expertise. Fossil experts from 
across the UK will be on hand to show their amazing 
discoveries, and are inviting festival-goers to bring 
along their own fossils for identification. 
 

This year’s festival is funded by Scarborough 
Museums and Galleries, Scarborough Borough 
Council and the Yorkshire Coast BID, and the launch 
day on Friday 16 September will feature events 
especially for schools. The festival weekend will then 
see award-winning scientist and entertainer Steve 
‘The Rock Showman’ Cousins take on the role of 
Festival Ringmaster at Scarborough Spa. Steve will 
bring fossils to life with his team of palaeo-
performers, both inside and outside the Spa. 
 

The Spa will host free public talks by Dr Katie 
Strang, whose @palaeokatie Twitter account has 
nearly 12,000 followers; geologist and gemmologist 
Sarah Caldwell Steele, whose academic research is 
centred around Whitby Jet (find her on Instagram 
@jetrockgirl), and geologist Professor Chris Jackson, 
who appeared in the BBC documentary ‘Expedition 
Volcano’ and presented the 2020 Royal Institution 
Christmas Lectures on BBC Four. 

Liam Herringshaw 

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Geoscientist/Archive/January-2007/Peach-and-Horne-the-memoir-at-100
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/Geoscientist/Archive/January-2007/Peach-and-Horne-the-memoir-at-100
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272576341_Peach_and_Horne_-_the_Memoir_at_100
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272576341_Peach_and_Horne_-_the_Memoir_at_100
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/272576341_Peach_and_Horne_-_the_Memoir_at_100
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ben_Peach
https://www.nwhgeopark.com/the-highlands-controversy-understanding-the-geology-5/
https://www.nwhgeopark.com/the-highlands-controversy-understanding-the-geology-5/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2DaSPbBe_A&ab_channel=RobButler
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2DaSPbBe_A&ab_channel=RobButler
https://www.nwhgeopark.com/knockan-crag/
https://www.nature.scot/doc/knockan-crag-nnr-visiting-reserve-leaflet
https://www.nature.scot/doc/knockan-crag-nnr-visiting-reserve-leaflet
https://www.york.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/dates/202223/non-accreditedcourses/scienceandearthscience/autumn/geologyoftheyorkshirecoast/
https://www.york.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/dates/202223/non-accreditedcourses/scienceandearthscience/autumn/geologyoftheyorkshirecoast/
https://www.york.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/dates/202223/non-accreditedcourses/scienceandearthscience/autumn/geologyoftheyorkshirecoast/
https://www.york.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/dates/202223/non-accreditedcourses/scienceandearthscience/autumn/fossilsoftheyorkshirecoast/
https://www.york.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/dates/202223/non-accreditedcourses/scienceandearthscience/autumn/fossilsoftheyorkshirecoast/
https://www.york.ac.uk/lifelonglearning/dates/202223/non-accreditedcourses/scienceandearthscience/autumn/fossilsoftheyorkshirecoast/
https://www.facebook.com/ChalkTower/
https://www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk/events-list/lincolnshire-limestone
https://www.yorksgeolsoc.org.uk/events-list/lincolnshire-limestone
https://www.walkingeastyorkshirefestival.co.uk/
https://www.leicestermuseums.org/leicester-museum-art-gallery/plan-your-visit/
https://www.leicestermuseums.org/leicester-museum-art-gallery/plan-your-visit/
https://www.palass.org/publications/newsletter/behind-scenes-museum/behind-scenes-museum-new-walk-museum-art-gallery-leicester
https://www.palass.org/publications/newsletter/behind-scenes-museum/behind-scenes-museum-new-walk-museum-art-gallery-leicester
https://www.palass.org/publications/newsletter/behind-scenes-museum/behind-scenes-museum-new-walk-museum-art-gallery-leicester
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/James-Hutton-by-Alan-McKirdy-D-B-McIntyre-National-Museums-of-Scotland/9781910682449
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/James-Hutton-by-Alan-McKirdy-D-B-McIntyre-National-Museums-of-Scotland/9781910682449
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/James-Hutton-by-Alan-McKirdy-D-B-McIntyre-National-Museums-of-Scotland/9781910682449
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events/2c724711-75d1-48b8-8895-e0ccfe697a6f/pages/details
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/events/2c724711-75d1-48b8-8895-e0ccfe697a6f/pages/details
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Mill Gill –  
In the footsteps of John Phillips 
 
YPS Field Trip - Thursday 19th May 2022 
Led by Bill Fraser, Secretary of the Leeds 
Geological Association 
 
The small group met early at Askrigg opposite 
‘Skeldale House’ used in the BBC filming of 
James Herriot. Bill outlined the story of John 
Phillips touring Yorkshire with his Uncle 
William Smith and then becoming lecturer to 
YPS and keeper of the Yorkshire Museum. 
Phillips’s journeys round the Yorkshire Dales, 
many on foot, were numerous and lasted many 
months. The result was the publication of ‘The 
Mountain Limestone’, part two of ‘Illustrations 
of Yorkshire Geology’, in 1839. 
 
In 1825 Phillips visited Mill Gill and chose 
Upper Wensleydale as the type area for the 
group of rocks he named the Yoredale Series. 
The cyclical nature of strata deposits form 
terraces on the high ground around. Each cycle 
is known as a cyclotherm. Not all cyclyothems 
are complete, but generally shallow seas formed 
limestone, sediment washing in from high land 
created shales. As the deltas advanced, silts and 
fine sand were deposited on slopes, then courser 
sands on the delta front became sandstones. As 
the land built above sea level, vegetation grew 
tall which was flooded rapidly to lay down coal 
seams and the shallow seas returned. Bill 
explained the Block and Basin framework of 
Northern sediment formation. That Mill Gill lies 
on the Askrigg block determines both the nature 
of the deposits and their relative lack of depth 
and periods of erosion. 
 
There are 11 of these cyclotherms in the Yoredale or 
Wensleydale Group, each named after the limestone at 
their base which can be traced across a wide area. On 
the high ground, the hard limestones and sandstones 
form the steps and the softer mudstones the gentle 
slopes. 
 
Not only did Phillips catalogue and describe the rocks 
but he also understood how to use them for correlation 
purposes and to interpret the nature of the 
environmental changes that must have occurred to 
form them, ‘variable inundations of the land and 
inconstant movements near the shores of the sea’. 
 
Bill led us up the Mill Gill through gorges, waterfalls 
and across boulder fields and limestone pavements on 
an energetic trip to see three of the cycles some with 
minor cycles within them: Gayle, Hardraw Scar and 
Simonstone. Three waterfalls offered opportunities to 
examine the variety of fossils in the limestones and 
marine mudstone;   in the latter, ironstone concretions,  
 

 

Bill Fraser at Whitfield Gill Force 

Photo: Paul Thornley 

______________________________ 

root marks, club moss imprints showing that 
emergence and swamp conditions prevailed. Tufa 
was seen on rock faces below falls in lime rich 
waters. 
 
At Whitfield Gill Force, it was possible to see the 
contact of the thick sandstone blocks with the 4-5 m 
of thickly bedded grey Simonstone Limestone with 
hour-glass shaped solution hollows all along its base 
from the line of springs formed at the line of 
impervious sandstone. 
 
The day was fine and clear. We had the area to 
ourselves and on the return journey had good views 
across Wensleydale to Addleborough with its steps of 
7 cyclotherms and Millstone Grit cap. The floor of 
Wensleydale is covered in glacial features, with 
drumlins and lateral moraines. 
 
The group thanked Bill warmly for his expert 
guidance, preparation for the trip and enthusiasm. 
 

Paul Thornley 



AUGUST 2022 

Registered Charity No. 529709                              An ally of the British Science Association                                                                                 7 

Two hundred years ago … 
 

Summer 1822 
 
On the surface, very little seems to be happening in 
relation to the Kirkdale fossils, or at least nothing that 
enters the public domain.  Apart from sporadic 
commentaries on William Buckland’s Royal Society 
article, the only information in the press (Yorkshire 
Gazette, 3rd August) is that “Professors Buckland and 
Sedgwick, Sir Humphrey Davy, and many other 
scientific men, have lately been examining the 
Kirkdale Cave, and the animal remains that are 
collected in the neighbourhood”. We can safely 
assume that William Salmond, who felt rather 
proprietorial about the cave, was of the party. 
 
The future founders of the Yorkshire Philosophical 
Society – Messrs Salmond, Atkinson, and Thorpe – 
will undoubtedly have been comparing and envying 
each other’s collections of Kirkdale fossils and turning 
their thoughts towards their future. And some years 
later, in a letter to Lord Milton, William Vernon 
Harcourt recalled that William Buckland had 
suggested to him “to deposit these remains in a public 
Museum”: this would have been some time during the 
summer of 1822.   But specific evidence is lacking.   
 
In the meantime, before events gather pace, we can 
perhaps look more closely at the triumvirate: Anthony 
Thorpe, James Atkinson, and William Salmond. 
 
Anthony Thorpe was a respected solicitor. Born in 
Lincolnshire, where he served his time as an articled 
clerk, he appears to have moved to York in the 1790s, 
by 1800 becoming a partner to Jonathan Gray: the 
firm became ‘Thorpe and Gray’ around that year. 
Jonathan Gray was also to become a prominent 
member of the fledgling Philosophical Society. The 
firm operated from 75 Petergate, and Thorpe had a 
house in Bootham.  His interests tended towards the 
literary rather than scientific: he was one of six 
gentlemen who in 1794 founded the York Book 
Society, and, later, its Library – which was, in effect, 
York’s first public library. This had a rather different 
perspective from the present-day York Explore: in 
January 1820 the Book Society solemnly purchased a 
copy of Thomas Paine’s Age of Reason, which was 
then ceremonially burnt by the Librarian as seditious 
and blasphemous.  The Book Society, and its 
President, Anthony Thorpe, were not perhaps on the 
radical wing of British politics. (Tom Paine would 
probably have been wryly amused at the Society 
having to pay hard cash for the pleasure of cremation). 
 
Otherwise, Anthony Thorpe seems to have led a 
relatively quiet life although recognised as “a man of 
great public usefulness”.  His obituaries reveal that he 
was known as an amateur scientist with an interest in 
geology; and he certainly accumulated his own 
collection of Kirkdale fossils, although there is no 
record of him having actually visited the cave. 
 
 

James Atkinson, surgeon, lived in a moderately 
imposing house in Lendal, now The House of the 
Trembling Madness. He practised medicine and surgery 
in York for many years, and had a large personal 
collection of anatomical specimens. He was 
presumably a competent surgeon, by the standards of 
the time: although there is a slightly worrying story that 
he was pursued around York by the ghost of one of his 
unsuccessful patients, who waved his incompletely 
amputated leg around like a flail … shouting “good 
cure, a good cure, that damned Dr. Atkinson!” This 
anecdote is related, in 1953, by a disaffected Keeper of 
the Yorkshire Museum who had his own reasons for 
denigrating, generically, the management of the 
Yorkshire Philosophical Society, so it may not be 
entirely true. Apart from the practical difficulties of a 
ghost standing on one leg while brandishing the other. 
 
Atkinson was a person who attracted such anecdotes. 
He was an active member of the Doctors’ Club – also 
known as the Good Humour Club – which met in the 
York Tavern every Thursday evening, to pursue  good 
humour rather than medicine; an ardent music-lover, 
who travelled to London especially to witness the debut 
of the great Nicolo Paganini, who later stayed with him 
in York; a friend of William Etty, who painted his 
portrait (now in the York Art Gallery); and a 
bibliophile who amassed a remarkable library.   On one 
occasion the fellow bibliographer, author and traveller 
Thomas Frognall Dibdin casually dropped in to a York 
bookshop, bought a copy of Atkinson’s book – and 
within 24 hours was being entertained to dinner by 
Atkinson and his daughter, regaled with tales of 
Paganini, and books, and conducted round the 
Assembly Rooms and Concert Room by his host.   
 
James Atkinson’s book – Medical Bibliography. A and 
B. – sounds a trifle dull, but is as eccentric as the man 
himself.    It is dedicated  “to idle medical students  …”  

James Atkinson by William Etty 

Image courtesy of York Museums Trust 
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consciously written, in part, in the style of 
Atkinson’s father’s friend Laurence Sterne (those 
familiar with Tristram Shandy may find this concept 
startling), and discusses many ancient authors whose 
contributions to medical science had long been 
forgotten, even in Atkinson’s day. One surviving 
copy is said to have been inscribed “Exceedingly 
scarce, nearly all the copies were destroyed at the 
urgent demand of his family”.  There is no sign of 
any intention on Atkinson’s part to continue the 
bibliography from C to Z. 
 
James Atkinson, then, was an expert on comparative 
anatomy – but also “a gentleman and a man of 
varied talent … ardent, active, and of the most 
overflowing goodness of heart … ‘up and  be doing’ 
from sun-rising to sun-set”,  to whom the Kirkdale 
fossils (and the founding of a Society) would prove 
irresistible.  
 
William Salmond, in contrast to Atkinson and 
Thorpe, is something of an enigma. In some 20th 
century sources he is referred to as “Colonel 
Salmond”, but there are no contemporary references 
to this rank, and indeed no trace of him in Army 
Lists of the period. He may have been, for a time, a 
Captain in the Cumberland militia, which scarcely 
amounts to a military career. To his contemporaries 
in York, he was “William Salmond, Esq.”, a 
gentleman of means.  
 
Where did William’s “means” come from?  He was 
born, in 1769, in Cumberland, to a well-to-do family.  
His father, “William Salmond of Seaforth, Antigua” 
inherited a number of plantations in the West Indies.  
The family wealth came from sugar and slaves.  
William senior, a “vain idle man”, seems to been a 
talented spendthrift, who was forced to sell two 
plantations, then returned to Antigua to restore the 
family fortunes: but when in 1779 he died suddenly, 
in Antigua, his widow had to beg her family for 
money to enable her to return to England.   
 

The family seems somehow to have survived financial 
ruin and, by around 1800, our William was comfortably 
settled in York. His widowed mother, and sisters, lived in 
a house in Minster Yard.  In the 1851 Census, sister Julia 
is still described as “landed proprietor, West Indies”.  The 
family, therefore, William included, probably still 
depended on sugar and slavery – which would not, at the 
time, have seemed particularly unusual or unrespectable.  
 

A disparate trio - an eccentric surgeon, a solicitor, and a 
gentleman of means with time on his hands, all three 
accustomed to sitting on worthy committees, and all three 
with a keen interest in geology, bones, and suchlike: what 
could be more natural than that they should come together 
to form a Philosophical Society?   More of that, later … 
 

I did suggest that Philip Francis Sidney (alias Thomas 
Ashe) might make a return, space permitting.  In 1806, 
while travelling on the Ohio River, Ashe (under the name 
of d’Arville) persuaded the collector of the fossils, Dr 
William Goforth, to allow him to act as agent to sell 
them.  He then absconded, took ship for England, fell foul 
of Customs at Liverpool, was forced to sell his entire 
embezzled fossil collection to William Bullock’s 
Museum for a pittance, then made some money out of 
writing a guide to the collection.   
 

All this took place before Thomas Ashe had 
metamorphosed into Philip Francis Sidney of York, 
respectable newspaper editor.  Aren’t we lucky he didn’t 
get his hands on the Kirkdale discoveries? 
 

Peter Hogarth 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This one escaped Thomas Ashe’s clutches … 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Post-script to Kirkdale Symposium - What happened to Frances Duncombe? 
 

At the Symposium about the Kirkdale Cave on 12th March, someone asked what happened to Frances 
Duncombe, of Duncombe Park, Helmsley, who as a young woman had been involved in the geological 
explorations and recording of finds at the cave.  Here is what family history records reveal about her later life 
as a Victorian wife and mother. 
 
The Honorable Frances Duncombe was the fifth child of Charles Duncombe, Lord Feversham (1765-1841) and 
his wife, Lady Charlotte Legge, (1774-1848) daughter of William Legge, 2nd Earl of Dartmouth.  They had 
married in 1795 and had at least eleven children.  Frances was born in London on 5th June 1802 and christened 
on 2 July at St George, Hanover Square. 
 
Frances’ brother, William (1798-1865) became second Lord Feversham in 1841.  Another brother, Augustus 
(1814-1880) was a clergyman, a Canon at York Minster and Dean from 1856-1880.  Other brothers, Arthur 
Duncombe, an Admiral in the Royal Navy (1806-1889) and Octavius Duncombe (1817-1879) were both 
Conservative politicians. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Legge,_2nd_Earl_of_Dartmouth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octavius_Duncombe
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Frances was nearly 30, when she married Sir Thomas Digby Legard, 8th Baronet Legard of Ganton Hall, 
situated on the north side of the Yorkshire Wolds, between Malton and Scarborough.  They married on 31 May 
1832, also at St George Hanover Square, where many “society” weddings took place. 
 
Lady Frances and Sir Thomas had nine children, three boys and six girls.  The 1841 census shows Frances at 
home at Ganton Hall with son Francis born 1833, and daughters, Charlotte, Caroline, Louisa Harriet, Adelaide 
and Emily (unnamed at 3 weeks old). Sons, D’Arcy Widdrington and Charles were born in the 1840s. Most of 
the children were baptised at Ganton Church. There were 15 servants in the household.  
 
Oldest daughter, Charlotte died, aged 6, in 1841 and the last child, Mary Eleanor, just one week old, in June 

1852.  Adelaide, Louisa Harriet and Emily all died as teenagers at Ganton in the early 1850s. The only 

remaining daughter was Caroline Jane, born 1836. 

 
Sir Thomas, born 1803, died on 10 December 

1860. In the 1861 Census, Frances was recorded 

as a widow and her oldest son, was now Sir 

Francis Digby Legard, 9th Baronet. However, he 

died on the Island of Madeira on 5 January 1865, 

aged 31. Ganton Hall was rebuilt about 1863 in 

“country house style”, by associates of prolific 

Scottish architect, William Burn. The plans are 

lodged at the East Yorkshire Archives, at 

Beverley. 

 
Second son Sir D’Arcy Widderington Legard 

became the 10th Baronet, but sadly also died only 15 months later, on 21 April 1866 at Rome, aged 22.  

Youngest son, Charles succeeded as the 11th Baronet Legard of Ganton. On 30 April 1878, he married Frances 

Emily Hamilton, daughter of Francis Alexander Hamilton, MP for Scarborough (1874-80).  Sir Charles Legard 

died aged 55, on 6 December 1901.  The funeral, described in great detail in local papers, was attended by 

many relatives and public representatives. However, having no children, the title passed to his cousin, 

Algernon Willoughby Legard (1843-1923), son of uncle Henry Willoughby Legard. 

 

Frances’ daughter, Caroline Jane had married William Henry Fife on 18 April 1865 at St James, Westminster. 

In the 1871 Census, Frances was recorded as visiting Caroline with four young children at 6 The Crescent, 

Scarborough.  Caroline’s husband died in February 1874, aged 55 and was buried at Ganton.  His chestnut 

hunter, “Prince Charlie” was sold soon after. 

  

In 1881, Frances was part of Caroline’s household, at Birnham Bank, Princes Road, Scarborough. She died 
there soon after, aged 79. She was buried on 20 June in the family vault at Ganton Church. Frances outlived all 
her siblings, except Admiral Arthur Duncombe, and all but two of her children. 
 

 
The records point to a family life, with much sadness, possibly largely focused in Yorkshire rather than 

London. However, they do not reveal whether Frances maintained any of her interests from before her 

marriage. The North Yorkshire Record Office at Northallerton has extensive Duncombe Family estate 

records; there are more limited personal papers, which might be worth exploring.   

Ros Batchelor 

 

http://www.thepeerage.com/p49686.htm#i496860
http://www.thepeerage.com/p49686.htm#i496860
http://www.thepeerage.com/p49686.htm#i496859
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The World in 1822 
 

If you enjoyed our lecture on 8th June by Jon Mee, 
Professor of Eighteenth-century Studies at the 
University of York and YPS member, and would like 
to know more about that period of history, Jon has 
kindly provided a bibliography for his lecture. 

 

 Baker, Kenneth. George IV: A Life in Caricature. 
London: Thames and Hudson, 2005. 

 

 Chase, Malcolm. 1820 : Disorder and Stability in 
the United Kingdom. Manchester: Manchester 
University Press, 2013. 

 

 Harding, Thomas. White Debt: The Demerara 
Uprising and Britain’s Legacy of Slavery 
London: Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2022. 

 

 Holmes, Richard. Shelley: the Pursuit. [2nd ed.]. 
London: Harper Perennial, 2005. 

 

 Morris, R. J. Sect, and Party: the Making of the 
British Middle Class: Leeds, 1820-1850. 
Manchester: Manchester University Press,  1990. 

 

 Orange, Derek. Philosophers and Provincials : 
the Yorkshire Philosophical Society from 1822 to 
1844. York: Yorkshire Philosophical Society, 
1973 

 

 Prebble, John. The King’s Jaunt. new edition. 
Birlinn: 2000. 

 

 Tylecote, Mabel. The Mechanics’ Institutes of 
Lancashire and Yorkshire before 1851. 
Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1956 

 
Forthcoming 

 

 Remediating the 1820s, ed. Jon Mee and Matthew 
Sangster. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 
2023. 

 

And the works cited in Jon’s lecture 
 

 Mary Shelley’s novel The Last Man (1826) is still in 
print by Oxford World’s Classics 

 

 John Banim’s Revelations of the Dead Alive (1824) is 
no longer in print 

 

 Percy Shelley’s sonnet ‘England in 1819’ 

_________________________________ 

 

Also still available from the Lodge (at special prices for 

members) 

 ‘The most fortunate situation’: The Story of York’s 

Museum Gardens  by Peter J Hogarth and Ewan W 

Anderson, beautifully illustrated   Special price: £20 

(RRP £25) 
 

 John Phillips: Yorkshire’s traveller through time by 

Colin Speakman, signed by the author  Special price 

£10 (RRP £15) 
 

 The Nature of the World: the Yorkshire Philosophical 

Society 1822-2000  by David Rubinstein, a definitive 

history of the Society   Special price: £12.00 (RRP 

£15.95) 
 

 The Gardens of the Yorkshire Philosophical Society 

Full colour print (61 cm x 47 cm) of J Storey‘s 

illustration of the Museum Gardens c.1860, supplied in 

a tube.   Special price: £12.50 (Full price: £15.00) 
 

All available from the Lodge in person or by mail order 

(postage & packing extra) – contact Frances on 01904 

656713 or info@ypsyork.org 
 

And of course our forthcoming new illustrated history 

of the YPS: 

From Cave to Cosmos 
by Sarah Sheils 

 

Available from the end of November - see enclosed flyer. 

A Website fit for the future 

The YPS website is now 12 years old and 

has been a bit creaky recently so we are 

commissioning a new website as part of 

our Bicentenary celebration.  It would be 

useful to know which features members 

use the most and if you find anything 

difficult to locate on the site.  Are there 

other facilities we need to consider 

including in the new site?  Are there useful 

or favourite features on other sites which 

you would like to see on ours?   

Please send any ideas or comments to 

info@ypsyork.org  

mailto:info@ypsyork.org
mailto:info@ypsyork.org
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Museum Gardens in Summer 
 
I think the Garden is looking pretty good and holding 
up well despite the fact that there hasn’t been much 
rain at all over the past couple of months. I am 
particularly pleased with the Tempest Anderson 
border which three years into the new planting is 
maturing well and looks like a proper mixed border. 
Still a few gaps here and there to fill but it has 
become much more of a long-flowering flower bed 
(April to October) that I wanted it to be, located to 
the side of the Museum entrance. For me, the star of 
the show is the yellow Anthemis tinctoria 
‘E.C.Buxton’ (picture below). The majority of the 
daisy-family (Asteraceae) can cope with hot and dry. 

Anthemis on Tempest Anderson border 
Photo: Steve Williams 

 

This week (week beginning 4th July) the new 
planting for either side of the riverside path has 
arrived and is being lined out. There will be a few 
gaps as some of the plants I want will not be 
available until springtime now (e.g. Primulas), a 
consequence of the delays to the engineering part of 
the project. It will be a mixture of spring bulbs, 
herbaceous plants from late spring / early summer, 
and shrubs selected for their autumn colour e.g. 
Euonymous). We will be avoiding planting trees 
close to the floodbank so that maturing roots do not 
compromise its integrity over time. 
 
Late May saw our first trial Plant Sale. We pitched a 
gazebo in front of the Yorkshire Museum and filled 
the area with plants. It was a success and we enjoyed 
interacting with our visitors and talking plants for the 
day. We managed to sell 150+ plants making around  

£750.  We have our second trial Plant Sale scheduled for 
late July and the team are preparing our plant stock. Our 
aim is to have four plant sales per annum and it is a great 
potential opportunity to involve some of our volunteers 
going forward. We are also thinking of providing a tour 
of a particular part of the Garden on these days, such as 
the Edible Garden or reinvigorated Rock Garden to 
provide greater insight into these interesting areas and the 
work we have been undertaking to improve them. 
 
We are in that period of time where there is a run of 
events in the Garden – Roman Festival, Outdoor Cinema, 
the Proms and it is nice to be able to host such events 
again after the two year hiatus. 
 
From a volunteering perspective we have some good 
news. We welcomed Alex from Blueberry Academy into 
the Garden in late June (the Blueberry Academy team 
supports young people and adults with learning 
differences) who will be joining the team on a Tuesday 
for a few hours on a weekly basis. The Garden team are 
developing a relationship with Blueberry and this is the 
first step in what we believe will be a mutually beneficial 
and enjoyable experience. 
 
The next few weeks look like they are going to be hot, so 
I hope you all have a cold drink to hand and a recliner set 
up in a sheltered position to see you through. 
 

Steve Williams 
York Museums Trust 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Riverside path 

Photo: Steve Williams 
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Students’ successes … 
 

We were delighted to be able to present our summer 
student prizes in person this year.  On 20th July, 
before our lecture by Dr Anna Bird, we awarded the 
John & Anne 
Phillips Prize for 
the best overall 
final project by an 
under-graduate at 
the University of 
Hull to Jessica Ince 
for her project 
“Deformation 
History within the 
Durness Group at 
Camas Malag, Isle 
of Skye”. 
 

Then at a University of York Departmental Reception 
on Saturday 23rd July, Catherine Brophy had the 
pleasure of presenting the  Maldon Owen  Engineering 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos: thanks to Paul Thornley; parents of Joe Twigg 

 

Award for the best graduating MEng student to Joseph 
Twigg. 

Our congratulations and good wishes to both our 
winners. 
 

… and a request for help 

You may remember “Digital Games and Attention”, 
our very interesting Café Scientifique presentation on 
Zoom in December last year.  Our speaker, Dr Joe 
Cutting, of the Department of Theatre, Media, Film, TV 
and Digital Media, University of York, has a Masters 
student who is looking for people to interview for her 
thesis project and wondered if YPS members would be 
interested. She needs people over 60 who play any kind 
of computer game including mobile games or word 
games like Wordle. Her request for participants follows. 

Hi,  I'm Wenyang from the University of York. I am looking for 
participants for my post graduate project. This project is to 
explore older players' perceptions of challenges in gaming 
and is primarily related to the participants' personal gaming 
experiences. The gaming experience can be any form of 
video game, including mobile, tablet, computer, web, etc. 

There are two main parts to participation, firstly, an online 
questionnaire (approximately 5 minutes) will be used to find 
out if you meet the criteria for participation in the project. 
Afterwards, a one-on-one interview will be conducted for 
about 30 minutes according to your willingness. 

Here is the link to the online questionnaire, many thanks for 
your time and participation. 

https://york.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7VROyW86nN8qQgC 

Best wishes, Wenyang Lei 

 

Symposium 
 

What does the Anthropocene look like?  Evidence for its formalization as an Epoch 
 

Organised by: Yorkshire Geological Society & Yorkshire Philosophical Society 

Date: 15 October 2022   Time:  1.00pm to 4.30pm   Venue: Tempest Anderson Hall 
 

Speakers: Profs. Colin Waters (University of Leicester), Neil Rose (University College London), Andy Cundy 
(University of Southampton), and Chris Thomas (University of York) 
 

Programme 

1.30pm-1.45pm YPS Welcome and YGS Society Business 
1.45pm-2.15pm   Colin Waters: Understanding of the geological Anthropocene and the current process of its 
   formal definition 

2.15pm-2.45pm Neil Rose: A burning issue: Fossil fuel combustion products as markers for the Anthropocene 

2.45pm-3.15pm    Tea and Coffee 

3.15pm-3.45pm   Andy Cundy: Nuclear fingerprints of the Anthropocene 

3.45pm-4.15pm     Chris Thomas: We are in the Anthropocene epoch: an ecologist’s perspective 

4.15pm-4.30pm     Questions and Discussion; Close of Meeting 
 

This is a highly opportune moment for this meeting as in November 2022 the Anthropocene Working Group 
(AWG), the body established to investigate the Anthropocene as a potential addition to the Geological Timescale 
and International Chronostratigraphic Chart, will be voting on which of 12 sites will be proposed as their 
preferred reference section and host for the “golden-spike”. Three members of the AWG will be presenting the 
evidence and a fourth presentation will provide a broader perspective of the impact of humans on the planet’s 
biota. 
 

Free to YPS and YGS members; the general public are welcome but invited to give a donation. 

https://york.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_7VROyW86nN8qQgC
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Exploration from your armchair 

York Museums Trust is running a series of free, 
online talks for the Ryedale Hoard programme.  They 
are hosted online, via YouTube, and are freely 
accessible without need for any specific software.   To 
book: 

https://www.yorkshiremuseum.org.uk/exhibition/the-
ryedale-hoard-a-roman-mystery/ 

Coming up this autumn are: 

29 September 2022, 4.30pm  
The context of the Ryedale hoard in Roman Britain 
Prof Martin Millett, University of Cambridge  

The discovery of the Ryedale hoard raises questions 
about its context in the landscape of what is now 
Yorkshire. Recent work has changed our 
understanding of this landscape, providing evidence 
for extensive and distinctive patterns of rural 
settlement. This talk will consider some of this 
evidence and discuss how the Ryedale hoard may 
relate to the social connections between rural 
inhabitants and the broader Roman world. 

17 November 2022, 4.30pm  
Dead gods? Presenting Romano-British religious 
experiences in museums  

Antony Lee, Durham University  

Discoveries such as the Ryedale hoard remind us that 
the religious landscape of Roman Britain was complex 
and diverse. Religious beliefs and practices of varying 
origins were adopted and adapted by individuals and 
communities who conducted religious acts to meet 
tangible and specific real-world needs. Such activities 
went beyond temple-based worship and sacrifices to 
include communicating with or influencing 
supernatural forces through the burial of votive 
deposits, as the Ryedale hoard is likely to have been. 

Museum objects are often thought of primarily for 
their aesthetic value, and displaying them behind glass 
only enhances this impression. What can museums do 
to encourage consideration of the needs, beliefs and 
multisensory experiences of the people who made, 
used and deposited them? How can we use displayed 
objects to better understand the religious lives of 
people living in rural Roman Britain? Are Roman 
religious objects such as the Ryedale hoard simply 
‘dead’ archaeological objects, or do they retain some 
of the numinous power they were once thought to 
possess? 

____________________________ 

For those interested in more recent history, a 
delightful short animation of the Elsecar site in South 
Yorkshire can be found at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KYqMX5EfGs 

 

 

Café Scientifique 

We are now meeting in our new venue in the 
Guildhall.   Tea/coffee available from 7pm.  Talk and 
Q and A from 7.15pm to 8.15pm. 

Our next meeting on Wednesday 14th September is: 

Starting up a bio-based small business in 
Yorkshire  
 

Clara Challoner Walker, a graduate chemist and 
associate of the Royal College of Science started The 
Cosy Cottage Soap Company in 2015. Clara will 
share how, using her knowledge of chemistry and cell 
biology, she created a range of personal care products 
which avoided the use of environmentally damaging 
ingredients alongside potentially harmful chemicals 
including parabens, SLS, and synthetic limonoids. 
She will also talk to us about how, with the help of 
Biovale, she established her first manufacturing 
operation in 2016, in premises at the University of 
York Science Park and how she has grown the 
company into a thriving business, now based in two 
manufacturing units in Malton, North Yorkshire and 
a retail store which opened in Autumn 2020. 

Please pre-book via Eventbrite or contact the YPS 
office: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/york-cafe-scientifique
-september-2022-tickets-395264545897  

 

 

 

 

Our first Café Sci in the Guildhall, 3 August 

Photo: Andy Marvin 

YPS YouTube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UClQv7l8oVKCRgdzv8WeabBw/about 

 
We are pleased to announce that Professor Ian 
Hitchcock’s lecture “Seeing is believing: Using 
microscopy to untangle the complexity of blood 
cell development”, given in April this year, is now 
available on our You Tube channel.  Use the link 
above or search for “Yorkshire Philosophical 
Society’ on YouTube, and select the “Videos” tab. 
 
If you click “subscribe”, you will be sent an update 
when we add a new video to the channel.   With 100 
subscribers we will be able to include our official 
name in the URL above.  So far we have 11, so a 
little way to go! 

https://www.yorkshiremuseum.org.uk/exhibition/the-ryedale-hoard-a-roman-mystery/
https://www.yorkshiremuseum.org.uk/exhibition/the-ryedale-hoard-a-roman-mystery/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KYqMX5EfGs
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/york-cafe-scientifique-september-2022-tickets-395264545897
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/york-cafe-scientifique-september-2022-tickets-395264545897
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClQv7l8oVKCRgdzv8WeabBw/about
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClQv7l8oVKCRgdzv8WeabBw/about
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 Diary 

Important Note:  Please check the following times, 
dates and venues carefully, in particular our lectures 
in the Tempest Anderson Hall, as times and days of 
the week do vary.  For the most up-to-date 
information, please keep an eye on our website: 
www.ypsyork.org 

Tue 13 Sept, 12.00pm - YPS Social Event 
Members’ monthly lunch at York Theatre Royal 
 

Wed 14 Sept, at 7.00pm – Café Sci 
Venue: York Guildhall 
Starting up a bio-based small business in 
Yorkshire 
Clara Challoner Walker, Cosy Cottage Soap Company 
Booking required – see page 13 
 

Thur 15 Sept – YANT day trip 
Visit to Seaton Delaval Hall, Northumberland 
See enclosed flyer  
 

Tue 27 Sept, 2.30pm – YPS & YMT Joint Lecture 
Venue: Tempest Anderson Hall 
Interpreting the Ryedale Hoard 
Lucy Creighton, Yorkshire Museum 
 

Tue 4 Oct, 7.00pm – Café Sci 
Venue: York Guildhall 
A novel microfluidics device to study the impact of 
mechanical stresses on blood stem cells 
Dr Rasha Rezk, University of York 
Booking required via Eventbrite or YPS office 
 

Tue 11 Oct, 12.00pm - YPS Social Event 
Members’ monthly lunch at York Theatre Royal 
 

Tue 11 Oct, 2.30pm – YPS & YAYAS Lecture 
Venue: Tempest Anderson Hall 
York 100 Years Ago (based on the Hanstock 
Photographic Collection)   Ian Drake 
 

Sat 15 Oct, 1.30pm – YGA & YPS Symposium 
Venue: Tempest Anderson Hall 
What does the Anthropocene look like? Evidence 
for its formalization as an epoch 
Professor Colin Waters et al 
See page 12 for details 
 

Thur 20 Oct, 7.00pm – YPS Lecture 
Venue: Tempest Anderson Hall 
Decoding the Northern Lights 
Dr Maria Walach, University of Lancaster 
 

 

Tue 8 Nov, 12.00pm - YPS Social Event 
Members’ monthly lunch at York Theatre Royal 
 

Tue 8 Nov, 7.00pm – YPS, PLACE & RGS Lecture 
Venue: Tempest Anderson Hall 
International Climate Politics after Glasgow 
Dr John Vogler, University of Keele 
 

Wed 16 Nov, 2.30pm – YPS Lecture 
Venue: Tempest Anderson Hall 
Jurassic Giants of Yorkshire and Wyoming 
Professor Philip Manning, University of Manchester   
 

Tue 22 Nov, 7.00pm - YPS Lecture 
with presentation of Wellbeloved & Ramm Awards 
Venue: Tempest Anderson Hall 
Flagship of Early England: Reconstructing the 
Sutton Hoo Ship 
Professor Emeritus Martin Carver, University of York 

 

Wed 7 Dec, evening – YPS Social Event 
Bicentenary Dinner at York Mansion House 
See enclosed flyer 
 

Tue 13 Dec, 7.00pm – YPS Lecture 
Venue: Tempest Anderson Hall 
Atmospheric Science: Air Quality (title to be 
confirmed)   Dr Jim McQuaid, University of Leeds  
 

15 to 19 May 2023 – YPS multi-day trip 
Tour to Northern Ireland 
See page 4 & enclosed flyer 

 

Tue 29 Nov, 6.30pm – YPS Bicentenary Lecture 
Venue: Tempest Anderson Hall 
Two Jewels in the Yorkshire Museum (title to be 
confirmed)   Dr Kate Giles, University of York & Dr 
Melanie Giles, University 
of Manchester 
 

Tue 29 Nov, 7.30pm 
Bicentenary Book 
Launch and Reception 
Tickets for Reception 
available later 

SAFEGUARDING 

The Yorkshire Philosophical Society (YPS) takes seriously its 
obligations and responsibilities to protect and safeguard the 
welfare of any child, young person or vulnerable adult who 
attends our events. 

Unless otherwise stated, all our events are open to members and 
non-members. We welcome children provided that they are 
accompanied by a responsible adult. 

The Safeguarding Policy is displayed at the Lodge. The 
Safeguarding Officer is the Chair, Ms Catherine Brophy 
(chair@ypsyork.org) to whom all safeguarding concerns should 
be addressed. 

PRIVACY 

The Yorkshire Philosophical Society (YPS) holds members’ 
names and addresses and, where supplied, telephone numbers 
and email addresses.  This personal information is used for 
sending out details of our activities.  The information remains 
confidential and is retained within the Society.  Members may 
have access to their personal information on request by 
contacting the Clerk at info@ypsyork.org 

Extended Office Hours 
 

The Lodge is now open on Tuesdays  

and Thursdays from 11am to 4pm.  As 

Frances does go out for errands and 

even has occasional days off,  please 

telephone first to make sure she will 

be there before making a special 

journey … and as she is clinically vulnerable to Covid-

19, please avoid visiting if you may be infected. 
 

Lodge closure    
Frances is on holiday during week beginning 12 Sept. 


